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SITE DEVELOPMENT CORP. 

October 2 1,2003 

Mr. Stephen Kratzke 
Docket Management Facility 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
400 Scvcnlh Strcct, SW 
Nassif Building. Room PL401 
Washington, D.C. 20590-001 

Agency " n e :  National Highway Transportatiort Saw Admjnistration (NHTSA) 
Docket Number: NHTSA-03-14396 - \ I 
Dear Mr. Kratzke, 

Controlled horizontal discharge semi-trailers have served the construction industry since their mation .ih 
1969. They haw allowed road building contractors and thc trucking fwms that servo them to mow road 
building materials to a job site and unload them without the threat of having that trailer tip-over or conflict 
with overhead wires, etc. 

The under-ride guard thai has boen required of trailer manuracturcrs is. 1 believe, put out w i d  the h t  
intentions. However, in the mse ofRCC horizontal discharge semi-trailers, it shouId not be applied. 

However, if Flow Boy could design a guard that could be moved to allow for the interface betwen the 
asphalt paving machine and the RCC horizontal discharge semi-traila, it would actually be aliability 'far 
me, as an owner. If it were a manual guard, either the driver or anbthcr worker on-site would be required to 
raise aod lowa thc gumd after each unloading cyclc. This sort of physical strain is not in thc bcst interests 
of wr cmployees. Too, with all the noise, distraction, near-by traffic, constant movement and adjustments 
bcing made when the paving proccss i s  undaway, there is just too much risk for physical injury to OUT 

employees because of one more thing that has to be attended to before and a h  a semi-trailer goes through 
the unloading process. 

If the guard were automated, the additional cost, risk of injury because of an anployee being too closc Yo 
th0 guard when it is being raised or lowered. etc. makc his an unattractive option, at best. 

In both cases, the manual or automated guard would inaeaso cost, empty weight and maintenancc on these 
trailers, which we are adamantly opposed to. 

Pleasc change Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard Number 224 to exclude RCC horizontal discharge 
semi-trailers fsm the standard. 

' Pad G .  Joht 
President 

cc: Flowboy. Mfg. 
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